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A new technology recently brought to Alaska by S & R Environmental
will eliminate such open burning of slash piles in the future, along with
the disagreeable masses of smoke they create.

Features
Peninsula Life
Community People

InSide

NIE Calendar The Air Burner incinerator, manufactured by Whitton Tech-nologies of
:‘;:It: | Palm City, Fla., was fired up for a demonstration burning by S & R on

rave! . . . . . N .

s Friday near a residential neighborhood off Forest Drive in Kenai. The
erErEeEs burner was being used to dispose of slash piles left as part of Project
Crosswords Impact's clearing of beetle-killed spruce trees in the area.

Religion

Nascar "This unit will burn 25 tons in an hour, without any smoke or sparks,"
Olympics . . .

Star Wars said Mike Wicker, general manager of S & R.

Weather

Stocks The burner emits a visible draft of heat into the air, but no smoke.

Golf

Your P : : N
Mc:;e:ges According to Wicker, the secret of smokeless combustion lies in the

blower mounted along one side of the incinerator. The fans in this
Outdoors blower, spinning at 120 mph, produce more than 18,000 cubic feet per
Outdoors Recreation minuj[e of air ﬂoyv, which is direc‘Fed through nozz}es over the firebox,
‘é\(islg_lli:e g:gf;t: creating a "curtain" of high-velocity air. This continued air flow over-
Isni 1 . . .

Fishing Stories oxygenates the fire, keeping temperatures very high -- in excess of 2,300
gardening degrees. Higher temperatures provide a cleaner and more complete burn,
Hunting Stories . . . . .

Hunting Section while the protective curtain created by the rotating air mass reduces

Crosscountry Skiing

Skiing Updates ¢miss1ons.

http://peninsulaclarion.com/stories/073100/new 0731000004 .shtml 8/2/2002



Kenai Peninsula Online - News Burner provides clean disposal of slash 07/31/00

Dogmushing
Iditarod
Snowmachining
Environment

Peninsula Guide

Community Pages
Church Listings
Classifieds

Yellow Pages
Kenai Restaurants
Soldotna Restaurants
Alaska Autos
White Pages

Your Pages
Search the Web
Archives

Morris Communications

Interactive

Panorama on Bridge
Access

Panorama of Pillars
Moose Slide Show
Summer in Kenai
Electric Light Parade
Fireworks

Y2K Year in Pictures

Sunsets Slide Show

Special Section

Economic Changes

Preparing for
Emergencies

On The Kenai

Class of 2000
Progress Days

Back To School

High School Football
Let It Snow
Christmas

Children's Christmas

http://peninsulaclarion.com/stories/073100/new 0731000004 .shtml

Page 2 of 2

The blower also allows for a rapid cooling of the burner. Wicker said it
can be cooled enough to remove the ashes in just three hours, making
quick work of large piles of slash.

"These can all be gone in less than two days," he said, pointing to slash
piles nearby, adding that the ashes leftover from burning are completely
biodegradable and even can be used as fertilizer.

The burner is a particularly efficient means of disposing of waste wood
killed by spruce beetles, Wicker said. In an ordinary fire, the beetles'
eggs, laid in the dead wood, may not be completely destroyed, and many
are blown away in the smoke and sparks to land elsewhere and damage
more trees.

"The high temperatures and complete burn totally destroys the eggs so
they can't spread," Wicker said.

Also attending the demonstration were Jason Elson, Kenai Fire
Department chief, and James Baisden, Kenai fire marshal.

"It's pretty slick," Baisden said. "Right now we're not allowing open
burning of slash in Kenai, but this could still be used, since it's in a
closed container. It's definitely safer and cleaner and environmentally
friendly."

Similar burners have been used Outside for disposal of carcasses of
diseased animals and the mountains of debris left behind after hurricanes
or tornadoes. The unit can be moved to any site where it is needed.

"We can take this out of Kenai, across the inlet, anywhere in the state,"
Wicker said. "Put it on a trailer and away it goes."

Sean Cude, vice president and part owner of S & G Environmen-tal, said
the Air Burner cost $130,000, but the company plans to buy more.

"It's actually very cost effective," he said. "It doesn't take a 20-man crew
to burn slash with it, and no one has to stand around and watch it to keep
it from spreading."

And motorists along the highway won't have to drive through clouds of
smoke for days at a time.
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